Casestudy_practice test
Read all the sources carefully and answer the questions that follow:
1. History (4*1)
Under colonial rule, forests were no longer seen as common resources but as assets to be scientifically managed. Large tracts of forests were declared Reserved and Protected forests. Traditional practices such as shifting cultivation, hunting, and collection of forest produce were restricted or completely banned. While the colonial state justified these policies in the name of conservation and economic efficiency, they primarily served the interests of railways, shipbuilding, and commercial plantations. These policies disrupted the lives of forest communities, leading to widespread resistance in regions such as Bastar, Java, and parts of Central India.
i). The main objective behind declaring forests as Reserved Forests was to:
(a) Protect wildlife and biodiversity
(b) Ensure community participation in forest management
(c) Secure timber for colonial commercial needs
(d) Promote traditional forest-based livelihoods
ii) Why did colonial officials oppose shifting cultivation?
(a) It reduced agricultural output
(b) It prevented forest regeneration in scientific forestry
(c) It encouraged population growth
(d) It led to soil erosion in plains only
iii) Which of the following best explains the term scientific forestry under colonial rule?
(a) Conservation of all forest species
(b) Planting mixed forests to improve ecology
(c) Growing selected tree species for commercial use
(d) Allowing villagers to manage forests scientifically
iv) Forest rebellions like the Bastar Rebellion indicate that:
(a) Forest communities fully accepted colonial laws
(b) Colonial policies benefited tribal economies
(c) Resistance was a response to loss of customary rights
(d) Forest laws were framed with tribal consent
2. Civics (4*1)
Rights are necessary for the very sustenance of a democracy. In a democracy every citizen has to have the right to vote and the right to be elected to government. For democratic elections to take place, it is necessary that citizens should have the right to express their opinion, form political parties and take part in political activities. Rights also perform a very special role in a democracy. Rights protect minorities from the oppression of majority. They ensure that the majority cannot do whatever it likes. Rights are guarantees which can be used when things go wrong. Things may go wrong when some citizens may wish to take away the rights of others. This usually happens when those in majority want to dominate those in minority. The government should protect the citizens’ rights in such a situation. But sometimes elected governments may not protect or may even attack the rights of their own citizens. That is why some rights need to be placed higher than the government, so that the government cannot violate them. In most democracies the basic rights of the citizen are written down in the constitution.

1. Why are rights described as essential for the sustenance of democracy in the passage?

A. Because they increase government power

B. Because they allow citizens to punish the government

C. Because they enable citizens to participate meaningfully in democratic processes

D. Because they reduce political conflicts

2. The passage suggests that rights are placed higher than the government mainly because:

A. Governments are always inefficient

B. Citizens demand unlimited freedom

C. Elected governments may sometimes violate citizens’ rights

D. Minorities always oppose governments

3. Which statement best explains the idea that “rights are guarantees which can be used when things go wrong”?

A. Rights apply only during emergencies

B. Rights help correct injustices caused by misuse of power

C. Rights replace the role of the government

D. Rights eliminate political disagreements.

4. If a government passes a law that restricts free speech of a particular group, which principle from the passage is being violated?

A. Rule of law

B. Majority rule

C. Protection of minority rights

D. Electoral competition

3. Geography (4*1)
Internal migration does not change the size of the population, but influences the distribution of population within the nation. Migration plays a very significant role in changing the composition and distribution of population. In India, most migrations have been from rural to urban areas because of the ‘push’ factor in rural areas. These are adverse conditions of poverty and unemployment in the rural areas and the ‘pull’ of the city in terms of increased employment opportunities and better living conditions.

Migration is an important determinant of population change. It changes not only the population size but also the population composition of urban and rural populations in terms of age and sex composition. In India, the rural-urban migration has resulted in a steady increase in the percentage of population in cities and towns. The urban population has increased from 17.29 per cent of the total population in 1951 to 31.80 per cent in 2011. There has been a significant increase in the number of ‘million plus cities’ from 35 to 53 in just one decade, i.e. 2001 to 2011.  

1. If rural-urban migration continues at the same pace, which of the following is the most likely outcome?

a) Decline in the number of cities

b) Increase in pressure on urban infrastructure

c) Uniform development of rural areas

d) Reduction in employment competition in cities

2. Which conclusion can be logically drawn from the increase in million-plus cities between 2001 and 2011?

a) Rural population has completely declined

b) Urbanisation in India has accelerated

c) Birth rates in cities have sharply increased

d) Migration from cities to villages has increased

3. Assertion (A): Rural areas in India often experience selective migration.

        Reason (R): Working-age population is more likely to migrate in search of employment.

a) Both A and R are true, and R is the correct explanation of A.

b) Both A and R are true, but R is not the correct explanation of A.

c) A is false, but R is true.

d) A is true, but R is false.

4. The concept of ‘pull factors’ in migration is best illustrated by:

a) Unemployment in villages

b) Poverty in rural areas

c) Availability of jobs and better living standards in cities

d) Natural disasters in rural regions

4. Economics (4*1)
The food insecure people are disproportionately large in some regions of the country, such as economically backward states with high incidence of poverty, tribal and remote areas, regions more prone to natural disasters, etc. In fact, the states of Uttar Pradesh (Eastern and South-eastern parts), Bihar, Jharkhand, Odisha, West Bengal, Chhattisgarh, parts of Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra account for largest number of food insecure people in the country. Hunger is another aspect indicating food insecurity. Hunger is not just an expression of poverty, it brings about poverty. The attainment of food security therefore involves eliminating current hunger and reducing the risks of future hunger. Hunger has chronic and seasonal dimensions. Chronic hunger is a consequence of diets persistently inadequate in terms of quantity and/or quality. Poor people suffer from chronic hunger because of their very low income and in turn inability to buy food even for survival. Seasonal hunger is related to cycles of food growing and harvesting. This is prevalent in rural areas because of the seasonal nature of agricultural activities and in urban areas because of casual labourers, e.g., there is less work for casual construction labourers during the rainy season. This type of hunger exists when a person is unable to get work for the entire year.

Q i). Which of the following states have largest number of food insecure people in the country?		1M
a. Bihar

b. Jharkhand

c. West Bengal

d. All of these

Q ii). How can food security be attained?	 1M
a. By eliminating current hunger

b. By reducing the risks of future hunger

c. Both a. and b.

d. By removing the incidence of poverty

Q iii). Why do poor people suffer from chronic hunger?					1M

a. Inability to get work

b. Due to very low income

c. Inability to buy food even for survival

d. Both b. and c.

Q iv). Which type of hunger is prevalent in rural areas?					1M

a. Chronic hunger

b. Seasonal hunger

c. Physical hunger

d. Emotional hunger

